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What a Splendid Santa Claus the Street Car Com-
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panies Could Be If They Wanted To.

The Public Utilities Commissioners and the manage-
ments of Washington street car companies have it in
their power to make the community a fine Christmas
present in the shape of a comprehensive system of FREE
transfers. :

The report of Mr. Beeler is before them, a report
formulated after a careful study of the local situation by
a man who ENOWS the street car business by actpal ex-

~ There is-no need for wasting time with consultations
and conferences.

The Commissioners should set a definite
dateon which FREE transfersat ALL points
recommended by Mr. Beeler shall be in opera-

lﬁon, and if on that date the companies re-
fuse FREE transfersa \NY of thesepoints,
the five cent fare order should be revoked and
the six-for-a-guarter rate restored THAT
DAY. ! :
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When Hubby Comes Marching Home Again

She Got the Habit Waiting Up for Him in the Old Days.

By T. E. Powers.
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Especially for Washington

| Beatrice Fairfax Writes of the Problems and Pitfalls of the War Workers

Women
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HERE'S a girl worker whom
I want to intercede for.
She has written to me,

under many names. Her cry of
protest has a hundred variations.
But at the bottom of it all there's
an unvarying something that goes
to ons's heart and one’s sense of
justice. It's the plight of the
young girl wage-earner who is
treated as a child at home.

But she is a child—her parents
will answer me, with a good deal
of emphasis. And it's true—for
it's the girl of fifteen or sirteen
whom I'm speaking of. The girl
who ought to be at school, and
who {sn't. The girl who oughtn’t
to have to band her youthful mind
and body to long hours of daily
drudgery, but who does do this.
The girl who iz willing to be made
use of to help out the family sup-
port, bt who does rebel at having
no individual freedom.

Ever so many things are wrong

"| about this situstion, of course. It

goes a great deal deeper than any
fifteen-year-old can understand.
Without trying to go to the bottom
of things, let's look at it a little.

In the first place, I suppose we
would all admit that a fifteen-yesr-
old girl ought to be In school. If
she isn't It means she's had a
pretty seant preparation for life.
If she's just an average girl, it
fsn't likely that shell take her
own education in hand and con-
tinge it So she'll sulfer from this
disadvantage always.

Too Young to Work.

In the next place, she oughtn’t
to be put to steady work, whether
it's in a factory or in a shop or at
You see, she's only
about thres-guarters grown. IU's
distinctly cruel—not on the part
of her parents who probably can’t
help themselves, but on the part

| of the rest of us, who look on and

allow it—not to let her finish her

growing.

Then she's too young to have
any physical stability. Her health
won't have a really solid founda-
tion for & few more. And to

her health s the
Bt whe can save her? She's
ong of & big family, perhaps. Hes

TODAY’S TOPIC
Play Time For the Girl Wage-Earner

father’s out of work or earns small
wages, and the younger children
have large appetites, and provis-
ions have to be paid for in cash.
It's quite plain that somebody
must help out.

And the sixteen-year-old doesn’t
demur. That isn't what she’s pro-
testing about. She’s abundantly
willing to do her share and a great
deal more than her share to keep
the family alive. It's a sacrifice
to break away from her school-
mates, to spend sail her young
strength in an impersonal tread-
mill. But she sccepts this sacrifice
as a matter of course, Those
young brothers and sisters need
her help. There's nothing more
to be szid about it.

So she starts in. And when the
first payday comes around she
brongs home her wages with great
deal of pride and satisfaction and
turns them over to her mother. It's
rather a critical moment, Perhaps
she hasn’t expected that mother
will accept those precious dollars
in quite the cool, matter-of-fact
way that she does. Perhaps she
has taken it for gran that
mother will say, “How much are
you going to need for yourself now
that you are self-supporting? or
something of that sort.

Has No Spending Money.

But nothing of this kind hap-
pens. Bo, a little teary and dis-
appointed and forlorn, she starts
in on the second week's drudgery.

And before many days have

passed, her new associates invite
her to join them in some form of
recreation. Perhaps it's a party
at one of their houses. Perhaps
it's an expedition to a moving pic-
ture theater. She reports this
invitation, timidly, but hopefully,
when ghe gets home. And it's
just as she feared. Her parents
firmly tell her that she's too
young for evening amusements,
that they can't let her go out of
the house at night except in the
company of an older persom, and
that she needs to go to bed any-

way.
And when Sunday comes, it's the
same story. She must mind the
younger children. And she has
no clothes except her working-
ones, poor little Cinderella. And
she’s safer at home, thev tell her,
than with boys and girls whom
nobedy knows anything about
Now I agree with these parents
that a sixteen-year-old girl ought
not to be out late at night. I
agree that she must be carefully
guarded. But I do feel when she
joined the working army, her
situation becomes different. Some
compromises must be made. And
discreet parents will make these
compromises before the girl finds
herself driven to actual rewvelt.
Every worker needs recreation.
And which ope of them needs it
more than girl who hasn't
yet reached a safe and reasonzble
working age It's her parents’
duty to see that such a girl does
have some playtime. I don't mean
that they should let her go to
dance halls, But let her join an
innocent group of young people
now and then. Let her have her

What’s Doing; Where; When

TODAY.

Dance—Ainnesots war workers and men
in uniform. Masonic Temple, £33 Righth
sireet mortheast, £ p. m

Dancn—Fort Myer, enlisted men of the
Eilsvenih Cavalry, § p. m

Forma] opening—New T. M. €. A build-
Ing st Walter Read Hespital, I p m

Bervices—Midnight mass at ths Fran-
ciscan Monastery, 11 p m,

Party—Christmas sve party and danrce,
Central High Bchool, 9 p. m. FPublic in-
vited.

\na

arn High Scheol, # p. m. Men In uniform

Invited.

Dance—Thomaon Community Center, 5:39
p m. Men in uniform Invited.

TOMORROW,
Menting—Jeawiah Raljef Commities,
Eighth Birest Temple, beiween H and 1
siresls northwast, § p. m.

Open howso—Y. W, C. A,

p.m
Open housse—Dalvert Clab for
Circle, survices at § p.

2pom to 10

giris at 17
m. and 9
B E

friends at the house. See that

seeing that she gets some rein-
{orcement.

Is It 2 Square Deal?

Then there is the money ques- '

tion. She must clothe herself
She must meet incidental ex-
penses. She must have spending
money. Why should these sums
be given to her grudginglv, in
driblets, when she gives you her
total eamings without a ques-

" tion?

Is it fair? Are you treating
her 2s a free individoal with
rights and preferences, or are you
trying to keep her in a condition
of slavery?

“T am sixteen years old,” a girl
wrote me the other day, “and make
a salary of $12 & week. I give my
mother every cent I make gnd she
never gives me any spending
money. Don’t you think I should
receive a little spending money?
Also, after working in a stuffy
office all day my mother very
seldom allows me to go out at
night. Sometimes I am really
tempted to stay out forever when
after a stiff argument I am allow-
ed to stay out until 9 o’clock.”

And another writes: “I am
seventeen and work in a factory,
earning $11 & week. Out of this
money I only get 50 cents. Now
you know, Miss Fairfax, what 50
cents is worth nowadays. Then if
1 ask my mother for a dime or
nickel during the week I've got to
cry my eyes out. And when I need
something new to wear, I've got to
cry week after week continually.
Honest, Miss Fairfax, | am en-
tirely disgusted with this lifc.”

Don't you think. mothers and
fathers, that there is reasonable-
pess in these appeals? Don't you
think it should be your business to
see that these young burden-bear-
ers have some actual positive hap-

iness in their lives? Remember
gg.nr bad for young people exces-
sive rep on is.

To be treated with respect and
an occasional innocent
is all that they are
Can't you grant them
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Christmas the Year 'Round

In the Community Tree We Would Have Reminder of Yaletide Spieht
’ With Us Every Day. :

By EARL GODWIN. SN
““Christmas the year *round.” That is not such & bad
idea, is it? We have a great ing of that
this time, but wh ‘ot have it with -« always? The Ams
can Forestry ! iatiom is for hL.ving the Commumity
Christmas Tree ea thing. :

sent to every community in the country:

‘““At this Christmas season let us consider plans
for making the Community Christmas Tree :
In such a tree we would have a reminder the year
m, us

s mptias TheEthen shshere s

m Year communi ve

ington take the lead in planting memorial trees in honor
G mn

tr to our heroes no matter what may
bronze and stone.

“Mails up to the minute” says
Burleson. Ounly takes Torty-eight
hours for a letter to go from the

lumBuimum to the 300 block on

" Only a few days ago MR. DEAR-
ING hailed my mother as she walked
through that same department of
the store and said to her:

morning. We have just received
some of that same polka-dot mmte-
rial you bought for yoar little boy
twenty-five years ago. Would you
like to see it?"

If that isn't using salesmanship
and memory mixed, 11l miss my
guess,

Did you ever see BILL COCHRAN
turn a corner ia that new automo-
bile of his?

CT*RLIE DARR’S son, CHAR-
LIE W, jr, is looking forward to
an active season selling Fords.

WHO REMENBERS

Those human Vietrolas we had in
ye good old days on the good ships
W. W. CORCORAN, the MARY
WASHINGTON, the T. V. ARROW-
SMITH and the ARMENIA, who al-
waya played the same grand old
tune, “Heah's de waitah for cole
drinks."™ BILL SMOOT,

of Maddox Crick.

to get a regular steak down here,
and It takes a king's ransom to pry
it loose from them.

“All these Southerners are going
to retire next year, becmuse they
will have all the money.in the world
by that time. When you pay your
hotal bill you imagine you are pay-
ing off the old homestead mortgage.
I think they should change the title
of that old song to ‘Carry Me Back
FROM Old Virginia,” because after
you have bean there for a whila you
will HAVE to be carried back. Fou
will either be broke or have plo-|.
maine polsoning.”

IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION.

Prominent Citizen at Last Discloses
Mystery Concerning That Origi-

nal Movie Show.
By LEWIS MILLER THAYER.

Modesty and an ingrown dislike to
reveal my true age has prevented

Wanted: A Food Price Conference
(Continued From First Column.) .
other mechanic has bought an auntomobile. Refer to that
sad anarchistic fact in prosperous circles and heads will
wag and mouths will ask, ‘“What is the world coming t0?"’

Civilization and labor have traveled some distahce
from the days in England when the lord enclosed the deer
parks, turned out the farmers and laborers, and then when
they became vagabonds, burned a big V'’ on their chests
with a red hot iron, to teach them not to be vagabonds, but
useful producers.

The problem of real distribution, givi:ng to each as
much a.hs {1: ne:dn.fmd not letti.tig m mot the
as a whole is far from being solved in spite of high wages
here and there, and mechanics owning motors.

It doesn't make much difference whether you enclose
a million acres cf land for a deer park, or whether you
enclose all the oil wealh of a country with a thousand mil-

lion dollar :‘;:Homﬁon.
ill be plenty leit {>~ Woodrow Wilson to do

There
after he returns from making a.d (2e rest of the world

J

(happy and perfect.
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